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SUBJECT: THE US ARMS CONTROL AGENDA AND NATO: CCD 
BRIEFING 

REF: STATE 46897 

IN PRINCIPLE, BRITISH FAVOR RESUMING PERIODIC BRIEFING 
OF NAC ON DEVELOPMENTS IN CCD, PROVIDED SUCH BRIEFINGS 
ARE EFFICIENT AND USEFUL. HMG EXPRESSED THIS VIEW 
INFORMALLY DURING 1976 NATO DISARMAMENT EXPERTS MEETING 
AND OFFERED AT THAT TIME TO CIRCULATE TO POLADS ON A 
TRIAL BASIS UNCLASSIFIED UKDEL GENEVA SUMMARIES OF CCD 
DISCUSSIONS. WE WERE TOLD MARCH 2 THAT THE OFFER STILL 
HOLDS. HOWEVER, FCO HAS LESS ENTHUSIASM FOR RETURNING 
TO THE PRACTICE OF ROTATING BRIEFING RESPONSIBILITY 
AMONG CCD MEMBERS WHO ALSO BELONG TO NATO. ACCORDING 
TO BRITISH, SOME GENEVA DELEGATIONS FOUND THIS TASK A 
CHORE IN THE PAST AND THEIR FINISHED PRODUCTS WERE 
OFTEN ALL BUT WORTHLESS. 
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